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We have not yet received word on who Governor 
Bevin plans to appoint to the Kentucky Board of 
Licensure, but as soon as we hear we will pass 
this information along to our members.

Government Strategies is monitoring the current 
legislative session for any proposed laws or 
statutes that would affect the surveying 
community.  As of this point nothing has been 
introduced that affects us.  The Timber Theft 
Task Force (HCR 29) has been sent to 
committee for review but no action has taken 
place on this bill.  Rachel Phelps Bayens is 
monitoring all of the bills for us and keeps us 
updated on all the activity.

The KAPS Art Committee met in January to 
discuss ideas about a print to be made on behalf 
of KAPS that would be offered for sale to the 
general public.  The print would be produced by 
William Elam of Prints of Professions Inc. of 
Frankfort.  The committee brought in old and 
new equipment and took pictures to come up 
with concepts for the new print.  The committee 
plans to meet again during the conference to 
hopefully come up with a final concept.  I am 
excited that this print will be one that KAPS 
members can be proud to hang on their walls.

Please accept my many thanks for those who 
serve and have volunteered to serve KAPS in 
various capacities.  As your incoming past 
president, I appreciate your support and I hope 
you will not hesitate to contact me with 
questions, comments, suggestions or concerns.  
Again, I am honored to have served you as your 
president.

Tom Clayborn, PLS
2015 KAPS President
270-903-2505
tomc@morleyandassociates.com

  As my second presidency comes to a close, 
I would like to thank all the people who have 
helped me get through this year.  It has been an 
honor to serve as your president and I thank you 
for all your support.  The incoming president, 
Jason Graves, will serve the association well.  
Jason's integrity and intelligence will make him a 
great president for KAPS, and KAPS will have 
another successful year under his leadership.  
He and his Board of Directors will serve the 
profession well.

"Surveyors with a Unified Voice" is the theme of 
the 2016 Conference, which is just around the 
corner.  I would like to thank the conference 
committee and Molly Forrest for all their hard 
work on preparing for this year.  I believe KAPS 
puts on one of the best state conferences each 
year and we should be proud as an association 
that ours is consistently strong with great 
speakers and timely educational sessions.

The Board of Directors has asked me to 
research the possibility of raising our continuing 
education requirement from 8 hours a year to 12 
hours a year.  In performing my research, I have 
found that Kentucky has one of the lowest 
requirements for continuing education in the 
nation.  I have talked with several Board of 
Licensure members as well as some fellow 
professionals.  Most all agree that our 
requirement is too low and should be raised.  In 
general, I believe most professionals already 
attend more than 12 hours of continuing 
education each year.  The ones who struggle 
are probably the ones who need continuing 
education the most.

KAPS is working with Marco Rajkovich to 
develop an online Minimum Standards course to 
be added to the KAPS website.  Hopefully we 
can get this done in the upcoming year to offer 
the surveying community another avenue to 
obtain required continuing education hours.

Tom Clayborn, PLS
2015/2016 KAPS President
270-903-2505 - tomc@morleyandassociates.com

From the President's Desk

mailto:tomc@morleyandassociates.com
mailto:tomc@morleyandassociates.com
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What sparked your interest in surveying?

This is a very clear moment in history for me.  Here 
is the long version.  When I was 8 years old I took 
fiddle lessons from an elderly man and went to his 
house every Friday until I was 12, when he took ill 
and passed away.  His wife used to spoil me with 
bowls of ice cream and we kept in touch.  Years 
later I learned that she grew up in the mountains in 
a little log cabin and that she and her sisters still 
owned the family farm.  She invited me to camp 
there with friends so I managed to get there a 
couple of times in the early portion of my Navy 
days and fell in love with the place.  I ended up 
agreeing to purchase the farm.  The process began 
with loans and insurance, and of all things, a 
survey.  Simultaneously, the first Gulf War is 
happening and my life is haze grey paint, cold 
machinery spaces, and not a tree or blade of grass 
for thousands of miles, hard to take for a boy from 
Kentucky.  And here comes THE MOMENT.  I 
received an 18"x24" plat from James Meredith that 
literally changed my life.  Mr. Meredith was an old 
Forest Service surveyor and did a fantastic job on 
this survey.  Lines were blazed around the whole 
perimeter and painted, corners were set with steel 
pins and witnessed with very specific tree types, 
and ridges and creeks were well defined.  This was 
a pot roast dinner to a starving man.  Here I was in 
the Red Sea living the very spartan wartime life of 
a sailor, and some guy gets to make a living 
walking around the woods!  That is what I want to 
do, no doubt in my mind.

My six-year enlistment ended Christmas 1993 and I 
stood in a registration line at the University of 
Kentucky still having never actually met a surveyor.  
When my turn came I told the adviser I wanted to 
be a surveyor and to sign me up for whatever 
classes I needed.  She had no idea and I 
suggested that it probably had a lot to do with trees 
so she signed me up in the College of Agriculture 
and off I went.  I was forever after chasing my 
records down across the campus from the College 
of Engineering where I actually belonged.   Now 
you know the rest if the story.

What do you like most about the profession? 

I love the job itself.  During career days in grade

schools I ask all the children if they like treasure
hunts, which of course they do.  So do I.

Everyone has memorable stories from out in 
the field. What's one of yours?

I was working on a large parcel with exceptions 
and one of the exceptions was very vague and 
hard to trace.  I had more or less thrown the 
deed on the truck floor trying to work off some 
better descriptions with no success.  The calls 
were to the nearest hundred feet and compass 
quadrant and called for common trees in a forest 
full of common trees with no occupation.  I finally 
grabbed that deed and walked it the way it was 
written and danged if I didn't stumble across 
every corner.

What is your proudest professional 
accomplishment?

Being nominated as chapter chair for KAPS 
within a couple years of being licensed was my 
proudest moment.

Where do you see the surveying profession in 10 
years? 20 years? What are our biggest 
challenges?

I think our workforce is going to continue to 
shrink as technology improves.  This is also our 
challenge.  As the survey party went from 20 to 5 
to 3-2-1, it is hard to pass on knowledge as it 
has been done traditionally.

What do you most enjoy or find most 
beneficial about belonging to KAPS? 

The networking is fantastic.  I can call up 
somebody I know and ask them about a past 
survey.  I think the legislative efforts are 
incredibly important to our profession.

How do you spend your time when not on the 
job?

I have been building my own home for the last
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 several years, albeit with some setbacks.  
There are several KAPS members I know that 
have also built their own houses.

Tell something about yourself that your 
professional colleagues may not know.

My mom grew up in a very golf-oriented 
household and while I was very young she 
dressed me in the most hideous plaid pants and 
shorts that have ever been seen outside of a 
golf course.

Follow KAPS on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/Kentucky-

Association-of-Professional-
Surveyors-244997045576230/?fref=nf

Registration now open for the NSPS-
MAPPS national conference
Register Now!!!! The 2nd annual National Surveying, 
Mapping, and Geospatial Conference to be hosted 
by NSPS and MAPPS will be March 14-18 at the 
Hilton Hotel in Crystal City (Arlington), VA. The 
conference will feature on Monday April 14 the NSPS 
annual Student Competition finals, and a series of 
technical sessions presented by individuals, as well 
as by NGS; Tuesday will feature an exhibit hall, a 
mock trial educational workshop, and briefings by 
federal agencies on programs, budgets, and 
upcoming contracting opportunities; an all-day 
workshop on the new ALTA/NSPS standards will be 
the feature event at the conference site on 
Wednesday, during which attendees will participate in 
the annual "Lobby Day" meetings with Congressmen 
and Senators on Capitol Hill. NSPS will hold its 
committee meetings on Thursday; the week will 
conclude with the NSPS annual General Membership 
meeting and installation of officers, and its Board of 
Directors meeting on Friday. Register at 
www.surveyingandmapping.net. Note that there are 
separate registration forms for NSPS attendees and 
MAPPS attendees. 

https://www.facebook.com/Kentucky-Association-of-Professional-Surveyors-244997045576230/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/Kentucky-Association-of-Professional-Surveyors-244997045576230/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/Kentucky-Association-of-Professional-Surveyors-244997045576230/?fref=nf
http://www.surveyingandmapping.net
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The Board Report
B. David Cox, Executive Director
Kentucky State Board of Licensure for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors
Kentucky Engineering Center, 160 DEMOCRAT DRIVE • Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

BOARD MEMBERS
 At the January 15, 2016 board meeting, officers 

were elected as follows for calendar year 2016:

Ken Sperry, PE - Chair 
Bob Fentress, PLS - Vice Chair
Linda Bridwell, PE - Secretary Treasurer

Chair Sperry has appointed the following 
committee chairs for calendar year 2016:

Charlie Scroggin, PE – Engineering Committee 
Bob Fentress, PLS - Surveying Committee Don 
Pedigo, PLS - Continuing Professional 
Development Committee

Board Staff
The Kentucky State Nature Preserves 
Commission has presented its Volunteer Steward 
Award to our Kyle Elliott, PLS (board investigator).  
The annual award recognizes a person who has 
made a significant contribution to a specific 
preserve by volunteering their time, expertise, and 
physical efforts without anticipation of 
compensation.  Mr. Elliott was honored for his 
work with the Pilot Knob State Nature Preserve in 
Powell County.  Congratulations to Kyle!

NCEES National Committees
Kentucky is once again well represented on 
national committees:

Jim Riney, PE, PLS – Future of Surveying Task 
Force; and Southern Zone Assistant Vice 
President

Bob Fentress, PLS – Law Enforcement Committee

Jonathan Buckley, General Counsel – Uniform 
Procedures & Legislative Guidelines Committee

David Cox, Executive Director – Member Board 
Administrators Committee; and Chair of the 
Southern Zone Awards Committee

Exam Results
Following are the pass rates for the October 2015 
“paper and pencil” exams; the first % is the 
Kentucky pass rate and the second is the national 
average:

PE Exam:
First Time Takers 64%; 69%
Repeaters 54%; 34%
Total 61%; 54%

PS Exam:
First Time Takers 75%; 80%
Repeaters 33%; 34%
Total 57%; 65%

Following are the pass rates for the 2015 Computer 
Based Testing (CBT) exams; the first % is the 
Kentucky pass rate and the second is the national 
average:

FE Exam:
First Time Takers 75%; 72%
Repeaters 35%; 34%
Total 68%; 65%

FS Exam:
First Time Takers 44%; 54%
Repeaters 0% (no takers); 24%
Total 44%; 40%

ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS SUMMARY
For The Period October 11, 2015 – January 15, 
2016

ROBERT KELLY RICHARD, PLS
In April 2014, Mr. Robert Kelly Richard, PLS of 
Georgetown entered into a Consent Decree in 
settlement of a disciplinary action against him.  
Among other things, that agreement called for Mr. 
Richard to submit a quarterly list of his surveying 
projects from which the Board would select certain 
projects for review.  Mr. Richard failed to submit 
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a projects list for the third quarter of 2015 within the 
time specified in the Consent Decree.  In 
accordance with the terms of the Consent Decree 
and after being notified of the default, Mr. Richard’s 
professional land surveying license was 
suspended.  The suspension became effective 
October 27, 2015.  Mr. Richard subsequently 
submitted the list on November 4, 2015 and the 
suspension was lifted.

DAVID G. DERRICK, PE
DERRICK ENGINEERING, INC.
David G. Derrick, PE of Louisville was disciplined 
for operating his firm, Derrick Engineering, Inc. on 
an expired business entity permit in violation of 
KRS 322.060.  In a negotiated settlement, Mr. 
Derrick acknowledged the violation and agreed to 
accept a written reprimand and to pay an 
administrative fine of $2000.  Additionally, Mr. 
Derrick agreed to participate in twenty-two 
professional development hours (22pdh) of 
qualifying continuing professional development 
(CPD) activities within six months to make up for 
hours that were disallowed during an audit of his 
CPD for 2013 and 2014; and to submit to an 
automatic audit of his CPD hours for 2015 and 
2016.  The agreement was approved by the Board 
in the form of a Consent Decree on January 15, 
2016.

GREGORY P. GROMEK, PE
The Board of Licensure opened an investigation of 
Mr. Gregory P. Gromek, PE of Amelia, Ohio after 
he failed to respond to an audit of his Continuing 

Professional Development (CPD) credits.  A brief 
investigation determined that Mr. Gromek had 
failed to participate in sufficient CPD activities and 
failed to respond to audit notices, in violation of 
201 KAR 18:196.  Mr. Gromek was presented with 
a proposed settlement which laid out a timetable 
during which he would make up the past-due CPD 
hours and would be subjected to certain penalties.  
After considering the proposal, Mr. Gromek 
elected instead to voluntarily surrender his 
Kentucky professional engineering license.  The 
Board of Licensure accepted the surrender of 
license in the form of a Consent Decree on 
January 15, 2016.

DONALD L. GOODMAN, PLS
In March 2015, the Board of Licensure received a 
complaint regarding the surveying practice of 
Donald L. Goodman, PLS of Bowling Green.  An 
investigation determined that on the survey in 
question, Mr. Goodman had violated the 
surveying Standards of Practice, 201 KAR 18:150 
and had failed to maintain records of the survey.  
An expanded review of Mr. Goodman’s more 
recent work uncovered a pattern of Standards of 
Practice violations.  Additionally, it was 
determined that on at least three occasions in 
2012 and 2014, Mr. Goodman violated the terms 
of a prior settlement agreement which limited the 
scope of Mr. Goodman’s practice.  The matter 
was resolved by a Consent Decree wherein Mr. 
Goodman acknowledged the violations and 
agreed to surrender his professional land 
surveyor’s license.   The Board of Licensure 
accepted the surrender of license in the form of a 
Consent Decree on January 15, 2016.

http://www.VaughnMelton.com
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Kyle Elliott, PLS

The single biggest problem in communication is the 
illusion that it has taken place.i William H. Whyte

Communication is the exchange of information, 
through written, verbal or nonverbal means, 
between two or more people.  Communication is a 
two-way activity.  For communication to be effective 
there has to be a shared understanding between 
the people involved.  Think about a potential client 
discussing with you why they need a survey.  Also 
think about the deeds in the courthouse.  Both of 
these are examples of communication.  Both of 
them would be effective communication if in the first 
instance you understand what kind of survey the 
potential client needs, when they need it, and why 
they need it.  It would also be effective 
communication when the recorded deed clearly 
identifies and describes the property it intends to 
convey, to you, the reader.  This first article, in a two 
part series, will deal with how to be better at 
effective communication in our professional 
relationships.

So, how do we become better at communicating 
effectively?  Through three main steps:  speaking in 
plain language; using communication tools; and, by 
actively listening, we can become better at 
communicating effectively.

Speaking in Plain Language
This first step is simple but does take some 
forethought, and may require you to break some of 
your speaking habits.  In our dealings with potential 
clients, existing clients, their neighboring property 
owners, attorneys, clerks, planners, officials and 
regulators we should try to speak in everyday, easy 
to understand, language.  Keep your words simple 
and to the point, and realize that you may have to 
explain some general surveying concepts to people 
who have no idea of what surveyors really do.  
Think about how many of your clients know what 
“traverse” means, or even have a clue as to what 
coordinates are?  Show me an attorney or judge 
who really understands magnetic declination and 
you will be showing me the exception.  The point is 
we have our own particular language in surveying 
that hardly anyone else understands.  

It is called jargon, or trade lingo.  When speaking 
with others we should try to avoid lingo, jargon, 
scientific terms, abbreviations, and terms or 
words that only surveyors understand.  An 
example of the latter:  you try to relate to a client 
that the one of the many reasons your survey 
costs what it does and why it takes the time it 
does, is because you have to locate/reference/tie 
into objects such as buildings, driveways, and 
utilities near the boundary.  In the client’s mind, 
they might be thinking, “Why does he need to 
locate that garage?  It’s right there!  If he can’t 
see it, then maybe I need a different surveyor.”  
You may have to go the extra step and explain 
that taking measurements to (instead of locating 
or referencing) the building and showing it on 
your plat assists you in making a determination if 
the building is completely on, or off of, the 
property (instead of encroaching).

Communication Tools
A three year studyii conducted by A2L Consulting 
found that more than half of people have a 
dominant learning style that relies on visual cues 
to assist them in learning and retaining 
information.  Approximately twenty-five percent 
of people rely on feeling (kinesthetic), or doing 
an action to learn and the remaining percentage 
of people learn by hearing.  Everyone uses a 
blend of the three styles of visual, feeling and 
auditory, but one style is typically dominant.  
What this means for effective communication is 
that a person who uses visual aids (maps, plats, 
sketches, diagrams, etc.) as communication 
tools in attempting to convey an idea or thought, 
will be more effective with the majority of people.  
Combine two or more styles, as in speaking with 
visual aids and you are more likely to 
communicate your ideas effectively.

This should be a simple adjustment for surveyors 
because we use visual aids many times already.  
We memorialize our surveys with plats; we use 
flagging and paint (visual cues) to mark the 
location of particular things in the field and to
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communicate to other people where those things 
are; and we prepare maps and exhibits to 
communicate our ideas to planning and zoning 
officials.  The addition of exhibits and maps in 
courtroom testimony will assist us in conveying 
our message to judges and juries.  Using visual 
aids, as communication tools, will aid us in 
effectively communicating our ideas.

By simplifying the language we use, getting to 
the point with basic words, and by using visual 
aids in our attempts to communicate with others, 
we will be more effective in getting our ideas and 
points across.  In my next column, I will discuss 
the other and more difficult side of effective 
communication, active listening.

Kyle Elliott is a licensed land surveyor employed 
by the Kentucky Board of Licensure for 
Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors in 
Frankfort.  He can be reached at 
kyleelliott@bellsouth.net.

i1950 September, Fortune.  “Is Anybody 
Listening?”, pg. 174.  Time, Inc.  New York.

ii2007, Attorney Communication Style Study, A2L 
Consulting.  Kenneth Lopez.

mailto:kyleelliott@bellsouth.net
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2016 KY State Board of Licensure Board of Directors
  

March 31  Frankfort 
April 1 

2016 Calendar of Events
Committee Meetings 
Board Meeting   Frankfort 

April 7-9 NCEES Southern Zone Mtg   Nashville 
April 15  Louisville 
April 16   Louisville 
July 21   Frankfort 
July 22  

PE, PS, STR Vertical Exams 
STR Horizontal Exam  
Committee Meetings  
Board Meeting   Frankfort 

Aug. 24-27   Indianapolis 
Oct. 6  Frankfort 
Oct. 7   Frankfort 
Oct. 28    Louisville 
Oct. 29  

NCEES Annual Meeting 
Committee Meetings  
Board Meeting  
PE, STR Vertical Exams 
STR Horizontal Exam    Louisville 

    Kenneth Sperry, PE 
Chair 
3 HMB Circle 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
(502) 695 9800
ksperry@hmbpe.com
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Many of the 500 surveyors who were working in

Some Notable Pioneer Surveyors
 

Kentucky before the territory become a state led 
interesting lives.  Below are the stories of some 
that I have found intriguing.

BARTLETT SEARCY
Searcy was a native of North Carolina, and was 
listed as one of the men who were hired by 
Richard Henderson, along with Daniel Boone, to 
blaze a trail into Kentucky.  The earliest records 
show them arriving at Boonesborough on 01 April 
1775.  On Sunday, 14 July 1776, Boone’s 
daughter and two Calloway girls were kidnapped 
by three Cherokee and three Shawnee warriors 
while canoeing on the Kentucky River near Fort 
Boonesborough.  Searcy, along with John Floyd, 
another surveyor, and several other men trailed 
the war party for two days before finding their 
camp on Tuesday morning.  The warriors were 
ambushed and the girls were saved.

On 08 February 1778, Searcy was with Daniel 
Boone and a party of saltmakers at Blue Licks 
when they were captured by Indians.  He was 
taken to Detroit before being ransomed by the 
British, returning to Harrodsburg 14 March 1779.

That year, Searcy was serving as a sergeant on 
John Holder’s militia company.  He apparently 
served in George Rogers Clark’s Illinois campaign, 
and records show him drawing warrants for 
providing a canoe and paddles for Fort Jefferson; 
warrants for pay as a “spy” (scout); and a gallon of 
rum. 

Searcy was a participant at the Battle of Blue Licks 
on 19 August 1782, the birthday of two other 
famous Kentuckians – Bob Fentress and Bud 
Salyer.  He was commissioned a deputy surveyor 
in 1782 for Fayette County under Thomas 
Marshall, and on 18 July 1784, was sworn as a 
deputy of Bourbon County under county surveyor 
(later Governor) James Garrard.

Even though the Revolutionary War had ended, 
the late 1780s and early 1790s were particularly 
bloody years for the pioneers.  Weekly, and 
sometimes  daily, reports came of attacks from the 

Indians.  In June 1790, Searcy was appointed 
deputy surveyor of Woodford County and also 
recommended to the rank of captain in the 
Woodford County Militia.  His last survey was 
made on 06 June 1790.

In May of that year, George Washington called on 
the local militias to organize scouts for patrols 
along the Ohio River.  They were to provide their 
own horses, arms and provisions.  Searcy joined 
the scouts and he and an unnamed companion 
headed out about the middle of June, but Searcy 
was killed. The Kentucky Gazette wrote on 17 
June 1790, “One of two spies from Woodford 
County returned.  They tracked six Indians and 
fired on them.  Four Indians returned fire and 
pursued the spies.  One fell behind and it is 
believed that he was killed.”  Another account 
placed his death near Big Bone Lick.  He was 34 
years old and one of about 50 surveyors who 
were killed by Indians.

WILLIAM SHANNON
Born in 1740, Shannon lived and died a bachelor.  
He first gained fame by becoming the 
Commissary and Quarter-Master General of the 
Western Department for the troops of General 
George Rogers Clark.  He worked as a deputy 
surveyor from 1783 to 1786 in Fayette and 
Jefferson counties.  In 1792, he donated the land 
where the Shelby County courthouse stands, 
ending the argument from some that the land at 
Squire Boone’s station on Clear Creek should be 
the county seat.  On the date that the county was 
formed, the Governor commissioned the sheriff, 
three justices, and four justices of the peace, one 
of the latter being Thomas Shannon, William’s 
brother.  These gentlemen held their first day of 
court on 15 October 1792.

On the second day of court, the site for Shelbyville 
was selected.  Shannon convinced the group to 
build the town on land that he owned due to its 
abundance of fine springs of water, and he 
sweetened the deal by donating one acre of 
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land for public buildings and laying off 50 acres 
for town lots.  The first building to be erected 
was a jail, made of stone, 15 feet square; its 
walls were three feet thick.

At a meeting of the court in January 1793, a 
court house was ordered and the contract was 
let to Shannon for 15 pounds.  The building was 
a 20’ by 16’ log house with one door, plank floor 
and four windows.

In 1794, there were about 20 well-built houses in 
the town, but the building boom was suddenly 
brought to a standstill by the death in that year of 
William Shannon.  He was killed in front of a 
tavern by John Felty, the proprietor.  Shannon 
and Felty quarreled at the dinner table in the 
tavern but were separated by friends.  Upon 
getting to the front door, they renewed the 
quarrel and Shannon picked up a stone, which 
he threw at Felty.  The latter threw a dirk at the 
same time, which killed Shannon instantly.  Felty 
died a few days later from the wound caused by 
the stone.

It is said that Shannon had 200,000 acres of 
land.  While this was a large holding, it was not 
uncommon for surveyors to acquire large 
quantities of land by surveying on “halvers” for 
clients.

GREEN CLAY
Clay was a soldier, born in Powhatan County, 
Virginia, 14 August 1757; he died in Kentucky, 
31 October 1826.  Clay immigrated to Kentucky 
before he was 20 years of age, became a 
surveyor, and acquired a fortune by locating 
lands.  He was a representative of the Kentucky 
district in the Virginia legislature, a member of 
the convention that ratified the Federal 
Constitution, and a leading member of the 
Kentucky constitutional convention of 1799.  He 
was long a member of one or the other branches 
of the legislature, and at one time he was 
speaker of the senate.  

In 1813, when General Harrison was besieged 
by the British at Fort Meigs, Clay came to his 
relief with 3,000 volunteers and forced the 
enemy to withdraw.  He was left in command at 
the fort and defended it with great skill against 
an attack of the British and Indians under 
General Proctor and Tecumseh.  After the war,

he retired to his plantation and devoted himself to 
agriculture.

Clay had a scanty education and only the 
rudiments of surveying.  He came to Kentucky and 
spent his first few years exploring and fighting 
Indians.  He became a deputy under James 
Thompson.  When he worked, surveying parties 
consisted primarily of the surveyor, two chain 
carriers and a marker.  More reliance was placed 
on caution than defense by arms.  His memory was 
remarkable and he could, off the top of his head, 
identify land which had not been appropriated and 
was thus a much sought-after “locater,” or “land 
jobber.”  Clay obtained a large quantity of land by 
surveying on “halvers.”  After most of the land in 
the “upper” part of the state had been appropriated, 
he went to the western part of the state and 
surveyed large tracts for Virginia gentlemen.  At 
that time, he and his party were the only whites in 
the region and the Indians were active.  His crew 
deserted him without warning before the work was 
completed.  Some of his field notes had been 
defaced and he remained several weeks alone 
revisiting corners to renew his notes.  

Clay finished his work and later surveyors were 
able to retrace his lines.  He traveled mostly at 
night and slept during the day in cane breaks, 
hollow logs and tops of trees.  His surveys were 
later upheld by the courts.  It was reported that he 
had to have extraordinary memory of corners and 
lines he had surveyed and great knowledge of 
location of other surveys.  Clay was one of the 
original trustees of Boonesborough and had a ferry 
opposite the mouth of Jack’s creek, now known as 
Clay’s Ferry.  He owned a distillery in Madison 
County and one in Fayette County at Frogtown, 
which later became Fayetteville after Lafayette’s 
visit in 1825, which later became Kirklevington.  
Clay built Estill Springs and developed mills, 
distilleries, taverns, tobacco, slaves, toll roads, a 
resort, and two large warehouses.

Clay had 16 Virginia Grants for 13,128 acres and 
29 Kentucky grants for 27,976 acres for a total of 
41,104 acres.  He, along with his brother Thomas 
Clay and Robert Rhodes, were the first justices of 
the Court of Quarter Session in Madison County.  
He was a second cousin to Henry Clay and 
brother-in-law to James Garrard, the governor.
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Clay was buried in the Richmond Cemetery.  The 
first case tried by the court was an indictment 
against a man for “buggering” a mare.

THOMAS MARSHALL
The most accomplished of the early surveyors, 
Thomas Marshall, was the first county surveyor of 
Fayette County, and later the county surveyor of 
Woodford County.  He was born in 1730 in 
Westmoreland County, Virginia and died 22 June 
1802, in Mason County, Kentucky. 

Marshall became involved in surveying while 
assisting George Washington in his surveying 
excursions for Lord Fairfax and others, for which 
he received several thousand acres of land in 
present-day West Virginia.  He was a lieutenant in 
the French and Indian war, and participated in the 
expedition of General Braddock against Fort 
Duquesne, but, having been detailed as one of the 
garrison at Fort Necessity, he was not at the 
defeat.  In 1753 he accepted the agency of Lord 
Fairfax to superintend a portion of his estate in the 
“Northern neck.”

In 1767, Marshall was High Sheriff of Fauquier 
County, and he was frequently a member of the 
House of Burgesses.  He condemned and pledged 
resistance to the encroachments of the crown, and 
was a member of the Virginia convention that 
declared her independence.  In 1775, on the 
summons of Patrick Henry, he recruited a battalion 
and became major of a regiment known as the 
“Culpepper Minutemen.”  He afterward became 
colonel of the 3rd Virginia regiment.  At the battle 
of Brandywine, his command was placed in a wood 
on the right, and, though attacked by greatly 
superior numbers, they maintained their position 
without losing an inch of ground until ammunition 
was nearly expended and more than half of the 
officers and one-third of the soldiers were killed or 
wounded.  Marshall had two horses shot out from 
under him.  The safety of the patriot army on this 
occasion was largely due to the good conduct of 
Colonel Marshall and his command.

Marshall marched to New York and joined the 
“Grand Army.”  In 1778, he was appointed to 
command the Virginia State Regiment of Artillery.  
He crossed the Delaware and fought at Trenton.  
The House of Burgesses voted him a sword.  At 
Germantown, his regiment covered the retreat of 
the patriot army and he was with Washington at 
Valley Forge.  He was afterward ordered to the

south, and was surrendered by General Lincoln 
at Charleston in 1780.  When paroled, he took 
advantage of the circumstance to make his first 
visit to Kentucky and located the lands on which 
he subsequently lived in Woodford County.  

Having been exchanged, Marshall resumed his 
command and held it until the close of the war.  
In 1781 he was for a time in command at 
Yorktown.  He was appointed county surveyor for 
Fayette County in 1783, and in that year 
established his office in Lexington, and removed 
his family to Kentucky in 1785.  In 1787 and 1788, 
he represented Fayette County in the Virginia 
assembly.  He was also a delegate to the 
convention in Danville to consider the separation 
of Kentucky from Virginia.  He was appointed by 
Washington as collector of revenue for Kentucky.  
He and all his family were Federalists.

One of his children was John Marshall, the first 
chief justice of the United States Supreme Court.

One of Thomas Marshall's most significant 
achievements was his invention of a true meridian 
surveying device which he called “Marshall’s 
Meridian Instrument.”  Intended to make surveying 
more precise, the Virginia General Assembly, in 
February 1772, passed an act directing that all 
surveys and plats be platted to the true meridian 
and suggested that the method to do this is “none 
more simple, or better adapted to a Surveyor’s 
Purpose, than that proposed by Mr. THOMAS 
MARSHALL of Fauquier, who first proposed an 
Amendment of the Act directing Surveys of the 
Land.  His Instrument is cheap and portable, and 
the method of using it is easily learned.”  

 Even Thomas Jefferson owned one, for he wrote 
“Marshall's meridian instrument mahog cin/20” in 
his circa 1784 list of his scientific instruments.  
Also a skilled surveyor, Jefferson in his notes 
informs that the instrument was finely encased in 
mahogany and cost 20 pounds or dollars.  Colonial 
surveyors dealt with inferior instruments that failed 
to determine magnetic declination with accurate 
compensations, because the meridian directional 
needle would not lie still when it was supposed to 
come to rest, and surveys of the time were often 
fraught with errors.  Wlliamsburg merchant 
Edmund Dickinson advertised the tool in the 07
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May 1772, Virginia Gazette: 

     GENTLEMEN Surveyors, and others, may be
    supplied with Mr. THOMAS MARSHALL’S new
    invented Instrument for finding the VARIATION

 of the Needle by the Subscriber.  This
 Instrument is extremely simple and cheap, and

    will be singularly serviceable to Surveyors if the
 Act takes Place which obliges them to return
 Plot and protract their Surveys by the true
 Meridian.

Prime Meridian on the move
Pre-GPS techniques actually responsible 
for the Greenwich shift
By Stephen Malys, John H. Seago , Nikolaos 
K. Pavlis, P. Kenneth Seidelmann and George
H. Kaplan for GPS World

The historical prime meridian runs through a 
telescope established in 1851 by Sir George Airy 
at the Royal Observatory at Greenwich, England. 
It was adopted as an international standard as 
the prime meridian for zero longitude in 1884 
during the International Meridian Conference 
held in Washington, D.C.

The observatory’s line in the pavement is a major 
tourist attraction, but the prime meridian used by 
satellite navigation systems is located 102 
meters east of that historic location.

Some people mistakenly thought that GPS, or 
the earlier Navy Navigation Satellite System 
(Transit), was responsible for this offset. But 
research, recently published in the Journal of 
Geodesy, concludes that the zero longitude used 
by GPS arrived at its current location in 1984, 
before GPS existed as an operational system.

http://gpsworld.com/prime-meridian-on-the-move/

GPS Glitch Caused Outages, Fueled 
Arguments for Backup
By Dee Ann Divis for Inside GNSS

Less than a month after Europe switched off 
most of its Loran transmitters, a problem with 
GPS satellite timing signal triggered alarms 
across the continent and caused an unknown 
number of outages, including the disruption of 
some features of critical infrastructure.

The GPS problem was caused by an error in 
ground software uploaded January 26 as system 
operators removed space vehicle number (SVN) 
23 from service. The long-planned deactivation 
of SVN 23, the oldest of the GPS satellites, 
clears the way for a new satellite, the last GPS 
Block IIF, which is to be launched February 4.

http://insidegnss.com/node/4831 

Demonstrating full endorsement and confidence in 
Thomas Marshall’s invention, in May of 1773, the 
General Assembly passed an amendment to the 
1772 act requiring that surveyors use the true 
Meridian by using Marshall’s instrument, available 
at Mr. Dickinson’s in Williamsburg.  Unfortunately, 
an example of Marshall's Meridian Surveying 
Instrument has not been discovered, and the 
measure of its success since 1773 has not been 
documented.  Still, at the time of its invention, 
Thomas Marshall’s Meridian Surveying Instrument 
must have been a revolution in the art of surveying 
to have gained the endorsement of the House of 
Burgesses in two legislative acts.  Of course, the 
inventor himself was among the Assemblyman who 
lobbied for and endorsed the scientific 
breakthrough.  Nothing like having the state 
government boosting your stock.

Current News and Views from NSPS
Mapping and modeling our world via 
smartphone
By Diana S. Sinton for Directions Magazine

So far this has been the century of “my do it.”  You 
know “my do it” — it’s what 2-yr-olds say after they’ve 
watched you do something, like pour detergent into a 
washing machine, tie a shoe or press buttons in an 
elevator, and now it’s their turn. They can’t yet 
perform the act well on their own, but if you try to step 
in and help? Listen to their voice as it reinforces their 
singular determination: “NO! My do it!” This is the way 
a child learns, contributes, expresses her 
independence and participates in the world around 
her.

http://www.directionsmag.com/entry/mapping-and-
modeling-our-world-via-smartphone/461629   
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National Surveyors Week - March 21-26, 2016
What’s it all about?

Frank Lenik, PLS

We’ve all heard about National Surveyors Week – 
the weeklong celebration of the surveying 
profession that takes place annually in March.  But 
who’s actually celebrating, and how?  What is the 
best way to use this event to the advantage of our 
profession?

Consider the main three goals of the program;

1. Public awareness of our profession through
education;

2. Public awareness of our profession through
the media;

3. Public awareness of our profession through
public service

The education of the public, both adult and youth, 
is probably the number one goal of National 
Surveyors Week.  The work we perform for the 
benefit of the public often goes unrecognized and 
we need to share our knowledge with them.  The 
work being done by our Trigstar volunteers is 
incredible and should be highlighted during 
National Surveyors Week.  There are volunteers 
doing outreach to Boy Scout and Girl Scout groups 
and resources are available for these programs.  
We can expand on this and offer to speak to the 
local Rotary or Lions Club.  They are always willing 
to have a speaker at their meetings.  How better to 
promote your profession and your business than to 
make a public appearance?

Reaching out to the public through the media and 
making them aware of our profession and our role 
in today’s society is a goal whose value we all 
recognize.  Over the last few years we have 
achieved this in a variety of ways including 
Presidential, gubernatorial, and municipal 
proclamations, newspaper articles, and radio spots 
highlighting National Surveyors Week.  There is 
also a GPS Day Website [www.gpsday.com], a 
National Surveyors Week Facebook page 
[www.facebook.com/nationalsurveyorsweek] and 
a #NationalSurveyorsWeek Twitter hashtag.  Each 
of these channels represents another way for the 
land surveying community to stay connected with 
a different section of the public.

Although the annual effort of contacting the 
President, members of Congress, your governor 
and your municipal leaders may seem trivial, 
remember that it serves to remind them that 
surveyors are important.  It is an essential part of 
our awareness campaign and serves as an 
introduction to our senators and representatives 
when we visit them on the hill.  Whenever a bill, 
law or ordinance is being contemplated which 
affects the public and impacts on our profession, 
these elected officials should know who to turn to 
for answers to their questions.

Newspaper articles, radio ads, and online media 
can serve the same function for our profession, 
keeping us in the public eye.  Rather than being 
hidden behind an attorney, title agent or real estate 
agent, we can use the media to highlight the value 
of our profession with our most important 
constituency our clients.  The best way to get an 
article about surveying published in a newspaper is 
to contact a local reporter and let them know that 
you have a good lead on a community interest 
story.  If that fails to attract their attention offer to 
write one yourself and submit it to the paper.  State 
societies, society chapters and even private firms 
have written or sponsored articles or public service 
announcements which serve as advertising for our 
profession and their businesses.

In his inaugural address on January 20, 1961, 
President John F. Kennedy poignantly said “Ask 
not what your country can do for you—ask what 
you can do for your country.”  It is with this attitude 
in mind that we should attempt to give back to our 
nation and our profession and lay the groundwork 
for the future.  We can lament the passing of the 
geodetic field parties of the past and the 
disappearance of the NGS monuments, or we can 
embrace the future, share our expertise and 
volunteer for a common cause.  In doing this we 
can prepare the foundation which future surveyors 
and the public will turn to for their geodetic 
positioning.  It will help us hone our skills and keep 
us current on changes in our own practice.

http://www.gpsday.com]
http://www.facebook.com/nationalsurveyorsweek]
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— Be outstanding in your field!
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kentucky associa�on of professional surveyors 

FEBRUARY 18-20 
Ramada Plaza Hotel & Conference Center, Louisville, KY 

Surveyors with a 

Unified Voice 

KAPS is a proud affiliate of 

Register online at www.kaps1.com 
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Dear Surveyors, Vendors, and Guests: 

I would like to extend an invitation for you to join KAPS at our annual conference to be held on Thursday, February 
18, 2016 through Saturday, February 20, 2016. Early registration will begin on Wednesday with seminars being 
held on Thursday, Friday and Saturday. For 2016, we will be in Louisville, Kentucky at the Ramada Plaza Hotel 
and Conference Center in Louisville, Kentucky. 

I encourage each of you to take advantage of this opportunity to join in fellowship with your colleagues from across 
the state. Attending the conference offers an excellent opportunity to discuss surveying with a group of people who 
understand and experience your same concerns about the profession. 

Beyond the interaction with fellow surveyors, you will also have the opportunity to attend continuing professional 
development courses covering subjects such as boundary law, new technologies, ethics, and more. We have a 
great set of presenters arranged for the year and they have really put together some useful information for those in 
attendance to learn from. 

If you plan to attend the conference and are not currently a KAPS member, please look into joining. KAPS 
presents a very strong voice for the entire surveying profession within Kentucky. Your membership in KAPS also 
includes membership in the National Society of Professional Surveyors. With this dual membership, you can 
stayed informed and voice your opinion concerning issues affecting surveying locally and nationally. 

I extend a huge THANK YOU to Molly Forrest and the KAPS conference committee for arranging the conference. 
The work performed behind the scenes in order to put on a conference is IMMENSE. I did not fully appreciate how 
much effort it takes to get everything lined up until I participated (in a small amount) with arrangements. 

I hope you will join me at our 2016 conference themed “Surveyors with a Unified Voice.” I am confident that there 
is an excellent opportunity to accomplish the stated goal with the seminars we have lined up. 

Professionally, 

Thomas W. Clayborn II 
2015 KAPS President 

KAPSKAPSKAPSKAPSKAPSKAPSKAPSKAPSKAPSKAPSKAPSKAPS
Kentucky Association of Professional Surveyors 

124 Walnut Street 

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 
Ph.; 800.866.3029, Fax: 502.695.2667 

Email: mforrest@kaps1.com 

mailto:mforrest@kaps1.com


Wednesday, February 17 

3:00 - 7:00 P.M. Exhibitor Setup 

6:00 P.M. 2015 KAPS Board of              

Directors Meeting 

Thursday, February 18 

7:00 A.M. Registration Opens 

7:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. *EXHIBITS OPEN*

8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. Technical Sessions 

12:00 P.M. - 1:30 P.M. Luncheon & Installation 

of Officers 

1:30 P.M. - 5:30 P.M.  Technical Sessions 

5:00 P.M. -  7:00 P.M. Exhibitors Reception & 

Door prizes 

7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. 2016 KAPS Board of 

Directors Meeting 

Saturday, February 20 

7:00 A.M. Past-President’s Breakfast 

8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. Technical Sessions including 

FS Exam Review 

12:00 P.M. - 1:00 P.M. Lunch Included 

Friday, February 19 

7:00 A.M. Registration Opens 

7:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. *EXHIBITS OPEN*

8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. Technical Sessions 

12:00 P.M. - 1:30 P.M. Luncheon & General  

Membership Meeting 

1:30 P.M. - 5:30 P.M. Technical Sessions 

6:30 P.M. - 7:00 P.M. Photo Sessions 

7:00 P.M. - 9:30 P.M. Awards Banquet 

Schedule at a Glance 

Ramada Plaza & Conference Center • 9700 Bluegrass Parkway • Louisville, KY 40299 

Reserve your room today by calling  502.491.4830 

men;on the Kentucky Associa;on  of Professional Surveyors to receive a discount rate 

KAPS discounted rate ends January 26, 2016 

KAPS is a proud affiliate of 

Surveyors with a 

Unified Voice 

FEBRUARY 18-20 
Ramada Plaza Hotel & Conference Center, 

Louisville, KY 

2016 

c     nference 
kentucky associa�on of professional surveyors 

Register online at 

www.kaps1.com 

http://www.kaps1.com


*MUST MARK THE TECHNICAL SESSIONS YOU WISH TO ATTEND ON REVERSE

OR ONLINE REGISTRATION IS AVAILABLE AT www.kaps1.com
No printed handouts will be distributed. All available course material will be available at www.kaps1.com.

NAME _______________________________________________________________ NAME FOR BADGE _________________________ 

 LAST                     FIRST          MI 

COMPANY NAME ____________________________________________________ BUSINESS PHONE ___________________________ 

ADDRESS __________________________________________________ CITY _____________________ STATE _____ ZIP __________ 

EMAIL _____________________________________________________ CELL PHONE ________________________________________ 

SPOUSE ATTENDING?     Yes     No     (circle one)        NAME OF SPOUSE _________________________________________ 

KAPS MEMBER?     Yes     No    (circle one)         LIKE TO JOIN KAPS?     Yes     No    (circle one; *form will be emailed) 

2016 KAPS CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM 
CANCELLATION REFUNDS: 30 days prior to event: 100% ▪ 10-29 days prior to event: 50% ▪ 0-9 days prior to event: 0% 

REGISTRATION TYPE MEMBER NON-MEMBER AMOUNT 

FULL REGISTRATION  Includes Thursday, Friday & Saturday Lunch, Friday Banquet, 
Admission to Exhibits, Saturday Technical Sessions; lodging NOT included

$325.00  $525.00 
(*includes option to
become a member; 
NOT for current  

members) 

ONE DAY REGISTRATION  Please mark which day you will attend:  
� Thursday includes lunch, sessions, & exhibits   � Friday includes lunch, sessions, & exhibits 

$195.00 $295.00 

SATURDAY ETHICS, CODE OF CONDUCT & STANDARDS SESSION ONLY $85.00 $85.00 

SATURDAY FS (LSIT) EXAM REVIEW ONLY $125.00 $125.00 

FULL-TIME STUDENT REGISTRATION  Thursday & Friday only  $0.00 per day  $25.00 

EXHIBIT PASS ONLY & TECHNICIAN CLASSES no credit $30.00 $40.00 

EXTRA MEALS  Please mark below the # of extra meals needed: 
� Thursday Lunch  / � Friday Lunch  / � Saturday Lunch
� Friday Evening Banquet (coat & tie event) 

$30.00 
$55.00 

$35.00 
$60.00 

TOTAL REGISTRATION AND EXTRAS $ 

ADD LATE FEE (if postmarked after February 1, 2016) $30.00 $50.00 

GRAND TOTAL DUE TO KAPS $ 

SATURDAY THE COUNTY SURVEYOR IN KENTUCKY SESSION ONLY $85.00 $85.00 

� CHECK PAYABLE TO KAPS ENCLOSED (mail to KAPS, 124 Walnut Street, Frankfort, KY 40601) 

� VISA / MASTERCARD / DISCOVER # ___________________________________________________________  (email to mforrest@kaps1.com or fax 502.695.2667) 

EXP DATE _____________________ 3-DIGIT V-CODE (on back of card) _______________ SIGNATURE________________________________________________ 

http://www.kaps1.com
http://www.kaps1.com
mailto:mforrest@kaps1.com


Thursday, February 18, 2016 

□ 8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 

Property Rights & the Land Surveyor 

4 PDH; Course #15-10-083; Presenter - Jeffery N. Lucas, PLS 

Thursday, February 18, 2016 

□ 8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 

Introduction to Dendrology 

4 PDH; Course #15-10-087; Presenter - Curtis Middaugh 

Thursday, February 18, 2016 

□ 8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 

Land Survey LiDAR Applications  

4 PDH; Course #15-07-049; Presenter - Ben Shinabery 

Thursday, February 18, 2016 

□ 8:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M. 

3D Modeling 

2 PDH; Course #15-10-090; Presenter - Andrew C. Kellie, PLS 

Thursday, February 18, 2016 

□ 1:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. 
Drafting Survey Descriptions 
4 PDH; Course #14-07-047; Presenter - Andrew C. Kellie, PLS 

Thursday, February 18, 2016 

□ 1:30 P.M. - 5:30 P.M. 
Ethics for the Land Surveyor 
4 PDH; Course #15-10-084; Presenter - Jeffery N. Lucas, PLS 

Thursday, February 18, 2016 

□ 1:30 P.M. - 4:30 P.M. 
Elevation Certificates & the Community Rating Systems: What to Know & Expect 
3 PDH; Course #14-07-051; Presenter - Christina Groves 

Thursday, February 18, 2016 

□ 1:30 P.M. - 3:30 P.M. 
Online Mapping Data Sources 
2 PDH; Course #15-10-081; Presenter - Jonathan Payne, PLS 

Thursday, February 18, 2016 

□ 3:30 P.M. - 5:30 P.M. 
Licensure Board Panel Discussion 
2 PDH; Course # 14-10-059; Presenter - various BOL members and staff 

Thursday, February 18, 2016 

□ 4:30 P.M. - 5:30 P.M. 
KYTC Surveying & R/W Standards 
1 PDH; Course # 15-07-035; Presenter - Brian Cox, PLS 

Friday, February 19, 2016 

□ 8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 
Engineer & Land Surveyor Liability 
4 PDH; Course #15-10-085; Presenter - Jeffery N. Lucas, PLS 

Friday, February 19, 2016 

□ 8:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M. 
Law of Easements: Legal Issues & Practical Considerations in Kentucky 
2 PDH; Course #15-01-005; Presenter - Christopher C. Wischer 

Friday, February 19, 2016 

□ 8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 

Least Squares Adjustment Demystified 

4 PDH; Course # pending re-approval; Presenter - Bruce Carlson & Dean Goodman 

Friday, February 19, 2016 

□ 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. 
Ethics, Code of Conduct, & Standards of Practice 
8 PDH; Course #15-07-050; Presenter - Jonathan Payne, PLS 

Friday, February 19, 2016 

□ 10:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 
Introduction to Civil 3D for Surveyors 
2 PDH; Course #15-10-082; Presenter - Heather Adams, PE 

Friday, February 19, 2016 

□ 1:30 P.M. - 5:30 P.M. 

The Boundary Surveyor 

4 PDH; Course #15-10-086; Presenter - Jeffery N. Lucas, PLS 

Friday, February 19, 2016 

□ 1:30 P.M. - 5:30 P.M. 

Excel 2007 Training 

4 PDH; Course #15-10-088; Presenter - Debra Clayborn, CRCM, CFIRS 

Friday, February 19, 2016 

□ 1:30 P.M. - 5:30 P.M. 
Field to Finish 

4 PDH; Course # pending approval; Presenter - Bruce Carlson 

Saturday, February 20, 2016 

□ 8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 
Standards of Practice, Ethics, & Code of Conduct 
4 PDH; Course #15-07-033; Presenter - Chris Gephart, PLS 

Saturday, February 20, 2016 

□ 1:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M. 
The County Surveyor in Kentucky 
4 PDH; Course #13-10-023; Presenter - William Ralph Paris, PLS 

Saturday, February 20, 2016 

□ 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. 
FS (LSIT) Exam Review 
Presenter - James Decker, PS; Carol Morman, PE, PS 

*CLEARLY MARK THE TECHNICAL SESSIONS YOU WISH TO ATTEND

OR REGISTER ONLINE AT www.kaps1.com 
No printed handouts will be distributed. All available course material will be available at www.kaps1.com. 

http://www.kaps1.com
http://www.kaps1.com
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THURSDAY SESSIONS 
No printed handouts will be distributed. All available course material will be available at www.kaps1.com. 

Property Rights & the Land Surveyor 

8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.; 4 PDH; Course #15-10-083; Presenter - Jeffery N. Lucas, PLS 

What are real property rights and where do they come from? Should the land surveyor concern himself/herself with property rights? 

How have the courts reacted to the issue of property rights and the land surveyor? This seminar will examine these questions and many 

other related topics. Subjects to be covered include: Torts that can impact property rights, written conveyances, deed interpretation, 

unwritten rights, junior & senior rights, adverse possession, estoppel, and more. These issues will be covered through court opinions 

from across the country. In addition to examining the problems associated with property rights, common solutions for the most com-

mon problems will be explored. Resolving conflicts in boundaries should be a high priority for any practicing boundary surveyor con-

cerned with the property rights of the client and adjoining property owners. Power Point presentation. 

Introduction to Dendrology 

8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.; 4 PDH; Course #15-10-087; Presenter - Curtis Middaugh 

This seminar provides basic introduction to dendrology, tree identification, terminology, and keys to identification. Other features: op-

posite branching species; ridgetop, dry site species; mid-slope, moist site species; lower-slope, bottom land species; limestone site spe-

cies; generalist species; Q&A. 

Land Survey LiDAR Applications  

8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.; Course #15-07-049; Presenter - Ben Shinabery 

LiDAR point clouds can seem overwhelming because of the file size and wealth of information gathered. Through this land survey 

presentation, we will give step-by-step instructions on various ways of isolating important information critical to project modeling 

which include: LiDAR collection platforms and their associated accuracies; using the right data for the right applications; high resolu-

tion LiDAR; isolating points with clipping boxes; rendering point clouds visually; DTM feature creation; merging data sets. 

3D Modeling 

8:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M.; 2 PDH; Course #15-10-090; Presenter - Andrew C. Kellie, PLS 

A two hour workshop on the use of field survey data, archival data, and GIS techniques for 3D modeling and analysis in both the sur-

face and subsurface.  

Drafting Survey Descriptions 

1:30 P.M. - 5:30 P.M.; 4 PDH; Course #14-07-047; Presenter - Andrew C. Kellie, PLS 

Instruction will include: basic principles of a basic part of survey practice; descriptions known & loved (bring your favorite to the ses-

sion); types; parts; drafting in the King’s (!) English; descriptions to examine & criticize; (documents provided, discussion expected, 

conclusions on your own); on and beyond (the basics); highways and geometry; riparian boundaries; how I would do it—writing sur-

vey descriptions with friends. 

Ethics for the Land Surveyor 

1:30 P.M. - 5:30 P.M.; 4 PDH; Course #15-10-084; Presenter - Jeffery N. Lucas, PLS 

Utilizing the Surveyor’s Creed and Canons adopted by the National Society of Professional Surveyors as a basis for discussion, this 

seminar will study ethical consideration in everyday practice. Real cases involving real surveyors will be discussed and explored for 

the ethical issues that they contain. Some hypothetical situations are also discussed. This seminar usually generates plenty of discussion 

over the case scenarios and the actions of the surveyors involved. 

Elevation Certificates & the Community Rating Systems: What to Know & Expect 

1:30 P.M. - 4:30 P.M.; 3 PDH; Course #14-07-051; Presenter - Christina Groves, CRS Specialist 

Communities participating in the Community Rating System (CRS) are subject to higher standards of review and regulation in order to 

receive discounts on flood insurance premiums paid into the NFIP. The 2013 CRS Coordinator’s manual changed Elevation Certificate 

(EC) requirements considerably for CRS communities. As a result, communities and surveyors should pay special attention to ensure 

completed ECs comply with the new requirements. This workshop will provide an opportunity to see and discuss what is required of 

CRS participating communities on the Finished Construction EC.  

Online Mapping Data Sources  

1:30 P.M. - 3:30 P.M.; 2 PDH; Course #15-10-081; Presenter - Jonathan Payne, PLS 

An exploration of online sources of information for aerial photography, topographic quad sheets, digital elevation models, county road 

maps, and other spatial data. 

Licensure Board Panel Discussion 

3:30 P.M. - 5:30 P.M.; 2 PDH; Course #14-10-059; Presenter - various BOL members and staff 

Questions and answer panel with various members and staff of the Kentucky Board of Licensure for Engineers and Land Surveyors. 

http://www.kaps1.com


Engineer & Land Surveyor Liability 

8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.; 4 PDH; Course #15-10-085; Presenter - Jeffery N. Lucas, PLS 
 

What is your liability as a professional land surveyor or engineer? Do you have protection because you work for a large corporation? 

What if you are a solo-practitioner? Are you liable to third parties with whom you have no contractual relationship? Will you have to 

take your liability to your grave? These and other issues will be the subject of this seminar, designed to give the professional land sur-

veyor and engineer answers to these and other important liability questions. Important doctrines of the law and courts cases will be 

discussed to provide these answers. Some easy steps that you can take as a professional to limit your liability will be explored. 
 

Law of Easements: Legal Issues & Practical Considerations in Kentucky 

8:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M.; 2 PDH; Course #15-01-005; Presenter - Christopher C. Wischer 
 

Instruction will include: types of easements; creation of easements; termination of easements; title insurance issues; easements as ex-

ceptions to coverage; easements as insurable interests; eminent domain process. 
 

Least Squares Adjustment Demystified 

8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.; 4 PDH; Course # pending re-approval; Presenter - Bruce Carlson 
 

Data adjustment is an integral part of most survey projects. Modern computers have allowed surveyors to use adjustment techniques 

that were all but impossible in the past. Least Squares adjustment provides the best and most informative adjustment technique possi-

ble. It allows more control and flexibility over the adjustment process than traditional methods and provides the surveyor with a power-

ful data analyzation tool. We will be using Carlson SurvNET as the processing software in our presentation. There will be a brief dis-

cussion of measurement errors, error propagation, and traditional error adjustment techniques. We will then create and process several 

survey projects. This will include the analyzation of the data and statistical reports. 
 

Ethics, Code of Conduct, & Standards of Practice 

8:00 A.M. - 5:30 P.M.;8 PDH; Course #15-07-050; Presenter - Jonathan Payne, PLS 
 

This course will fulfill the mandatory 4 hours CPD but give 8 total credit hours (must attend the whole 8 hours). Instruction will in-

clude concepts; ethics; code of professional practice and conduct; standards of practice for professional land surveyors; minimum 

standards of practice for mortgage inspections in Kentucky 
 

Introduction to Civil 3D for Surveyors 

10:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.; 2 PDH; Course #15-10-082; Presenter - Heather Adams, PE 
  

Seminar topics include: why civil 3D; field to finish; points overview; survey tools pace; analysis tools; creating surfaces; working with 

parcel data; volume calculations; map 3D and GIS data; Q&A  
 

The Boundary Surveyor 

1:30 P.M. - 5:30 P.M.; 4 PDH; Course #15-10-086; Presenter - Jeffery N. Lucas, PLS 
 

This seminar is designed to take a look at the duties and responsibilities of the boundary surveyor. How those duties and responsibili-

ties have been described in the past, and are they different today and will they be different in the future. Recent court cases indicate that 

the boundary surveyor’s duties and responsibilities, like the law, are ever changing and evolving. Along with these changes has come 

increased liability for the boundary surveyor. Today, surveyors are being sued and held liable for incorrect boundary determinations. In 

addition, surveyors are being sued for torts that they commit along the way. Once it was considered good practice to stake the clients 

deed and “let the chips fall where they may.” In the modern day boundary dispute case, this practice is more likely to start a boundary 

dispute as resolve one and when the chips fall the surveyor is quite likely to have to account for his fair share of them. 
 

Excel 2007 Training 

1:30 P.M. - 5:30 P.M.; 4 PDH; Course #15-10-088; Presenter - Debra Clayborn, CRCM, CFIRS 
 

This is a more extensive course than the 2 hour course we’ve offered in the past. Instruction will include basic terminology; navigation 

of tool bar; build a basic spreadsheet; using formulas; short cuts and tricks.  
 

Field to Finish 

1:30 P.M. - 5:30 P.M.; 4 PDH; Course # pending approval; Presenter - Bruce Carlson 
 

 

FRIDAY SESSIONS 
No printed handouts will be distributed. All available course material will be available at www.kaps1.com. 

 

KYTC Surveying & R/W Standards 

4:30 P.M. - 5:30 P.M.; 1 PDH; Course # 15-07-035; Presenter - Brian Cox, PLS 
 

KYTC highway design, purpose, philosophy, and organization will be discussed. Other topics include: surveying control; photogram-

metry; data collection; other surveying activities; right-of-way monumentation; surveying exhibits; general information; right-of-way 

plans, considerations, and deed descriptions; examples. 

http://www.kaps1.com
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SATURDAY SESSIONS 
No printed handouts will be distributed. All available course material will be available at www.kaps1.com. 

Standards of Practice, Ethics, & Code of Conduct 

8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.; 4 PDH; Course #15-07-033; Presenter - Chris Gephart, PLS 

Seminar Topics: focus on the Standards of Practice - KRS & KAR, our responsibility to protect the public; KRS Chapter 322 - defini-

tions, exceptions, licensure requirements, investigation / complaints, makeup of the board & qualifications; Code of Professional Prac-

tice and Conduct - definitions, conflict of interest, records retention, qualifications / competence, direct supervision; Standards of Prac-

tice - history of the Standards, five most common Standards of Practice deficiencies, definitions, classifications of surveys, measure-

ment specifications, monumentation, Section 13 non-boundary survey work; Q&A 

The County Surveyor in Kentucky 

1:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.; 4 PDH; Course #13-10-023; Presenter - William Ralph Paris, PLS 

Seminar Topics: Qualifications for Office; Installation (KRS 73.020); The Surveyor (Scope of Duties); Compensation; The Surveyor & 

Original Surveys (KRS 56); The Surveyor & Processions (KRS 73); The Surveyor & Divisions; The Surveyor (Possibilities); The Sur-

veyor in Other States (examples) 

FS (LSIT) Exam Review 

8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.; Presenter - James Decker, PS; Carol Morman, PE, PS 

Comprehensive review for the FS exam. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER  
Thursday, February 18

Luncheon 

Jeffery N. Lucas 

Jeffery N. Lucas is in private prac�ce in Birmingham, Ala-

bama. Lucas has been in the surveying business since 1976. 

He is a licensed land surveyor registered in Alabama, Florida, 

Georgia, Mississippi and Tennessee. Lucas is a licensed a'or-

ney and was admi'ed to the Alabama State Bar in 2003. Lu-

cas is the author of “Alabama Boundary Law,” “The Pincush-

ion Effect, The Mul�ple Monument Dilemma in American 

Land Surveying” and “Illinois Boundary Law.” He has also au-

thored over 100 ar�cles on surveying and boundary issues 

and writes a regular column for P.O.B. Magazine since 2004. 

He is currently the Alabama Division Manager for ESP Associ-

ates, P.A. 

KAPS PRESENTS 

Friday evening,  
February 19, at the  
Conference Banquet 

http://www.kaps1.com
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MEET THE SPEAKERS 

Heather Adams, PE is the Education Specialist Manager for Advanced Solutions, Inc. Along with managing the Education team she 

also an Instructor with a focus on the Civil Software Solutions. At Advanced Solutions, Heather provides training and consulting ser-

vices to our customers by helping them get the most out of their design software. She specializes in teaching Autodesk Civil 3d, Map 

3D, Infraworks, and AutoCAD. Prior to joining Advanced Solutions, Heather attended the University of Tennessee where she received 

her bachelor's degree in Civil Engineering and was inducted into Chi Epsilon Honors Society. She recently received her Professional 

License, as well as ACI (Autodesk Certified Instructor) status through Autodesk. She has held positions in firms specializing in a varie-

ty of disciplines  
 

Bruce Carlson is the President and driving force behind Carlson Software (1983 – Present), which specializes in software for engi-

neering, surveying, construction and mining applications. Bruce has a degree in Mathematics from Dartmouth College and is a Civil 

Engineer and Land Surveyor. He specializes in Software Design, Training and Large-Customer Support. 
 

Debra A. Clayborn, CRCM, CFIRS has worked in the banking industry since 1972 and in the compliance field since 1997.  She is 

currently the Vice President, Head of Compliance at Independence Bank of Kentucky in Owensboro, KY.  Debbie graduated Magna 

Cum Laude in Business Administration from the University of Southern Indiana. In performing her responsibilities, Debbie has spent 

numerous hours building and perfecting Excel spreadsheets and is proficient in the basic functions of Microsoft Excel. 
 

Brian Cox, PLS earned an Associate Degree in Civil Engineering and Surveying from Cincinnati State Technical College. He serves 

as the Survey Coordinator for KYTC District 6. Mr. Cox has performed 500 plus private land surveys with Cox Land Surveying. He 

has participated in ALTA surveys for Northern Kentucky Water District, Delhi Pike Widening Project Construction Staking, Air space 

surveys for Rumpke Land Fill, U.S. 27 Widening Project Construction Staking, and Greater Cincinnati Northern Kentucky Internation-

al Airport – Delta Hanger / Tunnel project. Further, Mr. Cox has served KAPS in the following capacities: Past President 2010; Secre-

tary / Treasurer; Northern Kentucky Chapter 2003-2013.   
 

James Decker, PS is a full-time civil engineering technology and land surveying professor for Cincinnati State Technical and Commu-

nity College. He is a graduate of Cincinnati State's Civil Engineering Technology Surveying program and the University of Cincin-

nati’s Civil Engineering program. Jim is licensed as a Professional Land Surveyor in Ohio. To stay current in the profession and to re-

main an expert in computer technology, Jim works as a consultant on CAD projects and is a botany specialist for the State of Ohio. 

In addition to academics, Jim served as the Cincinnati State PLSO faculty advisor.  
 

Chris Gephart, PLS has been involved in the surveying industry since 1989 and has experience in a variety of applications including: 

boundary location/retracement, ALTA/ACSM, topographic, aerial mapping, control and construction layout/staking. Chris is the Vice 

President of Land Surveying Services and oversees all aspects of the survey work at the Ft. Mitchell office of Bayer Becker from initial 

client contact and site reconnaissance to the finished record maps or plats. He has extensive experience in boundary survey work in-

cluding records research, field data acquisition, resolution, property descriptions and platting. Chris has completed surveys for residen-

tial subdivisions, industrial parks, retail and commercial centers, utility corridors, and roadway alignments. He has also worked as an 

expert witness in boundary dispute cases. Chris is a Licensed Professional Surveyor in the Commonwealth of Kentucky. He was Presi-

dent of the KAPS in 2004 and currently serves as Liaison to the Kentucky Board of Licensure for Engineers and Land Surveyors. He 

received the “Surveyor of the Year” award in 2000 and was an integral part of the team that had legislation passed in early 2005 that 

would require all future Kentucky surveyors to have a bachelor’s degree in order to become licensed. Chris is also a 2007 graduate of 

Leadership Northern Kentucky. He holds a Bachelor of Science in Construction Technology from Northern Kentucky University. 
 

Dean Goodman is a senior software engineer at Carlson Software. He specializes in the Carlson Land Surveying products and his du-

ties include software programming, technical support, product testing and training. He has a degree in Civil Engineering from the 

Georgia Institute of Technology. Dean was co-owner of C&G Software Systems from 1978 to 2001 which was purchased by Carlson 

Software in November of 2001. At C&G he was primarily head of software development for both Field and Office Surveying Products. 

Dean is a licensed Land Surveyor in the State of Georgia. 
 

Christina Groves, CFM works with communities in FEMA Regions 4, 5, 6 and 7 to join, maintain and improve their participation in 

the Community Rating System.  Specifically working with communities in the States of Arkansas, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, 

Missouri, Nebraska and Tennessee to improve their commitment to a sound floodplain management program through participation in 

the CRS.   
 

Andrew C. Kellie, PLS is Professor Emeritus of Engineering Technology at Murray State University. He is licensed surveyor in Ken-

tucky and Virginia and has worked as a surveyor in private practice. In addition to Murray State, Professor Kellie has taught surveying 

at the Department of Civil Engineering, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Virginia, and the School of Engineering, University of Southern 

Queensland, Australia. His research interests are in the areas of 3D mapping and modeling. 
 

Jeffery N. Lucas, PLS is in private practice in Birmingham, Alabama. Lucas has been in the surveying business since 1976. He is a 

licensed land surveyor registered in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi and Tennessee. Lucas is a licensed attorney and was 

admitted to the Alabama State Bar in 2003. Lucas is the author of “Alabama Boundary Law,” “The Pincushion Effect, The Multiple 
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MEET THE SPEAKERS 

Monument Dilemma in American Land Surveying” and “Illinois Boundary Law.” He has also authored over 100 articles on surveying 

and boundary issues and writes a regular column for P.O.B. Magazine since 2004. He is currently the Alabama Division Manager for 

ESP Associates, P.A.

Curtis Middaugh began his career in Forestry with enrollment in the Forest Management program at Hocking College in 2009. While 

in attendance at Hocking College he gained valuable experience working two summers as a field technician for the United States Forest 

Service at the Vinton Furnace State Experimental Forest. Research work at this Forest Service station was aimed heavily at harvesting 

and treatment methods favoring regeneration of oak/hickory stands in the central Appalachian region. Upon graduation from Hocking 

College with an Associate’s Degree in 2011, Mr. Middaugh enrolled at West Virginia University in Forest Resources Management in 

pursuit of his Bachelors of Science. During his enrollment at West Virginia University he interned with Landmark Forestry LLC. Work 

with Landmark Forestry included the marking of timber sales, timber inventory on gas well sites, and logging operations inspections. 

Mr. Middaugh graduated with a Bachelors of Science in Forest Resources Management from West Virginia University in 2013. 

Following graduation he worked as a field technician for Landmark Forestry at their Monticello, Kentucky office for 2 years. He cur-

rently manages nearly 30,000 acres of mostly forested land located in Wayne, Pulaski, Casey, and Cumberland counties owned by 

Cumberland Forestlands and Heartwood Forestlands. Both are investment groups with their properties managed by The Forestland 

Group and Landmark Forestry. His duties involve the marking, setup, and harvesting supervision of timber sales, management plan 

development, contracting road maintenance/construction in connection to timber sales, identifying and contracting boundary surveys, 

tract security, gate installations, management of recreational leases, and timber inventories. 

Carol Morman, PE, PS is a full-time civil engineering technology and land surveying professor for Cincinnati State Technical and 

Community College. She is a graduate of Cincinnati State's Civil Engineering Technology Surveying program, Purdue University's 

dual degree program in Civil Engineering and Land Surveying, and a graduate of the Masters of Science program in Civil Engineer-

ing - Geomatics (Land Surveying) at California State University, Fresno. Carol is licensed as a Professional Land Surveyor in Indiana 

and Ohio and as a Professional Engineer in Indiana, Ohio and Kentucky. To stay current in the profession, Carol also owns and oper-

ates CLM Surveying and Engineering in Lawrenceburg, Indiana. In addition to academics and industry, Carol is an active member of 

ISPLS and ASCE. She served as member, secretary, vice chairman and chairman of the Dearborn County Plan Commission from 1994 

to 2003, was the 2004 Vice President and 2005, 2006, 2008 and 2009 President of the Greenville Treaty Chapter of ISPLS, a member 

of the ISPLS Board of Directors in 2009, 2010 Chairman of the ISPLS Education Committee and is currently serving as ISPLS Educa-

tion Committee member. Carol is also the Faculty Advisor for the Cincinnati State ASCE Student Chapter and Program Chair for Civil 

Engineering Technologies. 

William Ralph Paris, PLS has a Private Land Surveying Practice (1977 to present). He was Caldwell County Surveyor (1977 to 2002). Mr. 

Paris has an AB in English from Centre College of Kentucky and a BS in Land Surveying Engineering from Purdue University. He is a member 

of ACSM/NSPS (1975 to present); member of KY Section ACSM and KAPS (1975 to present); Chairman, County Surveyors Committee 

KAPS (1995 to 1998); founding member, KY Assoc. of County Surveyors (KACS’ 1998 to 2002); President KACS (1999 to 2002); member of 

Surveyors Historical Society (1998 to present). 

Jonathan Payne, PLS has served as a full time lecturer at Murray State University’s Jesse D. Jones College of Science, Engineering, 

and Technology within the recently formed Institute of Engineering since 2013. He teaches the surveying courses within the various 

engineering technology programs available. Courses taught by Jonathan include Plane Surveying, Geodetic Surveying, Route Survey-

ing, Boundary Surveying, and Special Projects.  In order to remain rooted in the profession, Jonathan also continues his private practice 

specializing in Boundary Surveying; which has been in Cadiz Kentucky since 2000. Jonathan holds a Master’s of Science degree in 

Engineering Technology (1995) and a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering Technology (1994) from Murray State Univer-

sity. In past years, he has served KAPS at a chapter level as the Jackson Purchase Chapter’s vice-chair and chair. At the state level, 

Jonathan has served as KAPS President Elect (2013) and KAPS President (2014) and has also volunteered on the conference commit-

tee and the BOL nominating committee. 

Ben Shinabery, PLS is a land survey project manager at Qk4, Inc. where he specializes in digital terrain modeling and subsurface util-

ity location. His land survey experience includes field work in Michigan, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, and Florida. Ben 

has been licensed in Kentucky since 2007 and has worked on notable projects such as: the Ohio River Bridges project, I-69 Purchase 

Parkway Upgrade, Interstate 64, 65, & 71 widening projects, and US 460 Reconstruction in West Liberty. In his spare time, he enjoys 

cycling, golf, woodworking, and collecting historic maps and axes.  

Christopher C. Wischer is a partner at Bamberger, Foreman, Oswald and Hahn, LLP in Evansville, Indiana where he is the chair of 

the firms Commercial Real Estate Section. He graduated from Transylvania University with the B.A. in Finance and Computer Science 

in 1993. He graduated from the University of Kentucky College of Law in 1996. He was admitted to the Kentucky Bar Association in 

1996 and the Indiana Bar Association in 1997. He is also admitted to practice in the United States Circuit Court, Seventh Circuit, and 

the United States Districts Courts in Kentucky and Indiana. His practice areas include commercial real estate development, land use 

and zoning, right of way acquisition, and municipal law. He is currently the Vice President of the Indiana Chapter of the International 

Right of Way Association. He has given numerous presentations and speeches on a wide variety of real estate and government topics, 

most recently presenting a seminar on ALTA surveys to the Evansville Bar Association. 
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